Same problemeg Different approaches
Better outcome?

A comparison of water quality regulation and
management in Vermont and New Zealand
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Why compare VT and NZ?




Some things are different
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Number of cows and production
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Number of lakes

Water Quality Concerns
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Agriculture in New Zealand
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0 ~5% of GDP excluding downstream processing
0 ~15% of GDP including downstream processing
w Growing intensive pastoral farming, mostly dairy
w Key source of environmental impacts

0 GHG emissions & carbon sequestration
o Nutrient runoff
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w In contrast to US
o Dominance of pastoral agriculture
o No agricultural subsidies (abandoned in 1984)
o Willingness to regulate agriculture
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A National government

0 Responsibléor highlevelpolicy &legislation
o Stakeholder driven (lobbyist internalized?) /
0 Resource Management Act (1991) devolved most
environmental management to regional councils
A Regional government
0 Responsible fotand, coastal area, river & lake beds,
water, discharges, noise
0 16regional councils in NZall with differentapproaches
A Localgovernment
0 Responsibléor landuse zoning




Water Quality Regulation

A Regulatingagricultural water quality
Impacts is a reality
o0 LakeTaupoWatershed
0 RotorualLakes

A Otherregions moving to regulate

agricultural nutrient discharge
o Canterbury
0 Southland
o Otago
o Horizons




LakeTaupo

Watershed
(North Island)
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